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Eire-side  hisechian.
THE CROSSED DOLLAR;

n TME
CUUNTHEY DEALEN AND hir LERK
(UL TR T

Mr Elina Randall ket one of those
lntge storey 0 comimon i fonrishing
country lowns—whiere every article of
produce s booght from the farmers
round abiout, and whore every kind of
goods usually neediad in the country s
kept for sale.  He was a sharp-fostur-

oo, shirewd-dook ing man, somewhat tarn-
ed of ffty, ml bard as n dinmond at a
tade, e could buy the best of pro-
dure ot the lowest rates, and he could
sell his muction-Lought goods at wlarm-
ingly Wigh prives

In short, lie never failed to make n
mund profit st both ends of the bsr-
gnin.  He did not hesitate o ovemstep
the lounds of bhooesty when he had a
fair chanee; thoogh he aleays did it
in such m manper that his old mdage,
“ A bargain is » bargain,” would safily

| shield him.

* Lyman," said he to bis son one day,
A young man some twoenly ycars Dflgt'.
and almost the counterpart of bis fath-
er, save that he showed more reckless-
ness of disposition, “did you make a
trade with farmer Jones 7

“ Yo

“ What did you charge him for that
! sugnr nod tea?”

# Ninepence for the sugar, aod half
| & dollar for the tea.  Made him believe

‘lwas extra nice, you see.”

“That's vight. And what did you
charge him for the coffee 7 ’

“ Ah, there 1 hnd him! T made the
| old man believe twas extra old Juva—
| eharged him fifteen cents,”

“ Pretty good, my son, only you
| might have put on the balf cent. Yoo
see you can wake n grest point out of
that.  When you come the hall cents
over them they think you are shaving
closer down to cost,

“ Tt you did well, Lyman, Now
what did you allow Jones fur his beans?™

¥ Seven an' sixpence.”

“ 0, you should'ut have done that.
A dollar, or s dollar an' nivepence would
have been enough.”

“ Iut they were mnice oncs, father,
carclully picked and clean,”

“ You should huve made him believe
they were poorer.”

“ Bat how 7

“Why when you found the old man
had bLeans to exchange for his goodd,
you should bave taken a handful of
| poorer ones from one of our barrels,
and watched your opportunity to seatter
them over the top of his."”

*“ Do you voderstand 7

% Yes | see now, (uther.”

“That's right. We must live and
thrive ; and e who makes the most,
comes out the best at the end.  Always
take advantage of a customer when you
can, bt be eareful and keep the bright
side out"

This was the way the futher taoght

the sequel will show,
| =By the way, Lyman” continued

| the old man, * 1 have discovered who it | turned the trader ; *if you are innocent,

is that has been robbing my money
dmwer.”
“ AL uitered the son, lurning st
| that moment to arrange & piece of cali-
co—which dido’t need any fixing st all ;
“and who is it ¥
| * Wilton Cunningham.”

# 1 shouldn't wonder in the least. 1
never liked the fellow, and T have often
wondered what made you keep aim.”

“ 1 wouldu't bave kept him, only that
he is such & remarkably smart book-
keeper, and such a benutiful writer, too.
He aint fit 10 trade.”

“Noj you can never make him be-
lieve it's right to drive a snug irade.
But bow did you manage to detect him®™

dull, * T bave discoversd wlho it s that

! lins been for so lun‘  time robling my

money-drawer.”
“AhT
* You, vir, 1 have trapped bim, and

| you may jwdge of my surprise upon
| Anding it to be pone other than Willen

Conningham.”

*“Do you mean meo " ottered the
Young man, Hepping down from his
stool, and boldly facing his accuser.

“(H course | do,and 1 have proof
of what 1 say.”

“ No man, Me Randall, ean prodoce
a prool of dishonesty in me."

“ Nt quite so fust, sir,  Did you not

| pay to Mr Willey the ront for the house |

his son, and how his son profited by it | tion of this case ' cried Wilton, turn-

“ I tell you,” returned the ok man, |

 Last week 1 took particular notice of
some silver dollars (hat were in the
| money-drawer, and determined to sel a
trap for the thief. 1 took four of the
pieces and crossid them very carefully,
amd in such & manngr thul ouve Dot Be-
quainted with the secret would not be
likely w notice .
back lote the drawer. Next morning
onts of thom was gone ; aod ay all owr
trude the day bofore bad been barter or
credit, | koew that it could not bave
been given in change. (f course wmy
LETT TR L) fell wpron Wilion, and 1 at
once began o ook about 1o see where
he buad spent matiey, and found that be
had paid Mr Willey for his mother’s
rent. | went to Mr Willey and  ashed
ta soe the money Wilton had paid him,
and 1 found my cr ased didlar smong n.
Irs as plain as day-light.”
* Cartanly o sy said Lyman,
“ There enn b po dould shout in”
sdded the old man, in & contident tone
aiad then with a sarcastic snecr, hie aaid,

* [lis scemying hossesty s all the resuh

ol foar He dares et mabe s bold
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il g
Just & . | r roul, W
while Mr Hasclall w with }
W ( 2 |
’ T . v, and
" '] il (14
T
3 L i L=
a i b v . (1Y
Jia . ha @ N
1L . i -
-9
i 4 e
. A
LY A 14

Thon 1 put them |

your mother oceapies i

“ 1 did, wir.”

“ And did you give him this dollae 7 |
asked Mr Randall, producing the dollar |
he had erossed,

“ 1 might bave done it, sir, for I paid
him several silver dollare.”

* Ay, returned the old man, with a
sort of trivmphant look, “and that dol-
lar was stolen from my drawer last
Wednesday might, and you paid it away
on the same night. Now, how came
you by it#

“If 1 paid it to Mr Willoy—"

% Ilat you did pay it to him,
swear to that"

“ Then, sir, | know where 1 got it.—
I lid several of them. Some my mother
had taken for butter amd cheese, and
somio | bave laid away.”

“ Yes, some you have laid away |—
That dollnr, gir, you took from my draw-
er lost Wednesday evening.  You
stole it 1"

“Mr Randall,” said Wilton, in a tone
of calm indignity, “ 1 hardly know how
to meet your charge. To deny it would
be only to contradict you ; but 1 do de-
ny it, and 1 call on God to witness that
I never 1o my knowledge wronged a
man to the amount of a eent. 1 shall
see Mr Willey, sir.”

“Do so. 1 will go with you at
onee."

Accordingly Mr Randall and his
clerk set off. They found Mr Willay,
and that gentleman, though he felt much
friendship for ihe young man, could not
but declare that the crossed dollar Lad
baen received from him.  Willon could
not deny it.  He had not noticed any
particular marks opon the money he
hiad paid, und he could only reiternte
the assertion that he had not taken it
from his employer's drawer. e felt
grievéd o sée that & #hade of suspicion’
rested upon the face of Mr Willey, and
then saw how strong was the evidence
against him.  He twrped away to hide
the tear that started from his eye, and
lis heart swelled with a painful emotion.

“ Is "Squire Ballapd at home 7 nsked
Mre Randall, after the facts in the cuse
had been sufficiently  discussed.

“No, He's gone down to Portland,
and will be ut home to-night,” returned
Mr Willey.

“(iood hesvens! Mr Randall, you
do not mean to make n legal investiga-

He can

ing pale and trembling like an nspen,
“Most assuredly 1 do,” calmly re-

you huve uothing to fear”

“And suppose | eannot prove that
innocenee |
# That's just what I'm afraid of,” half

ironically returned Randall.

“Oh, God!” ejaculated the youth, |
clasping his hands together in tortured
agony, “ What have I dooe that 1 should
come to this ¥

Mr Willey bogan to show evident
signs of repentance that he had been
instrumental in bringing this about, and
as Randall noticed it, be made baste to
cut the meeting short.

“You need not go back to the store
with me,” said he to the elerk, “ bat I
whall sue you this evening.”

Wiltan Cunningham turned his steps
bomeward, but his steps were slow and
snd. Me kuew the disposition of Mr
Randall—that he was banl-hearted,
grasping, avaricious, and capable of do-
ing anything that might answer his own
onds ; but be knew not then all the ends
the trader had in view—ends which
will be easily understood by a sligh
conyersation al the store.

* Lyman,” mid Mr Randall, after he
Lind returned from Mre Willey's, = Ive
pot young Conningham hard and [ast.
The evidenes is clear, and if Bullard
gets home before dark, 11 have him
examined and bound over lor trial this
very night.”

“ But you dou't really mean to try
Wilten for theft, do you ™ msked Ly-!
(1]

“Of eourse 1 do. Do you suppose n
m? shall rob me with lmpuniy ™

Hot you wight turn lim off, fatber,
and keep back his las quarter’s salary.”

“ You don't know all, Lyman. The
young fellow might have been lkely
.l.al':.i this thing turned up, to have
af rival 1o m.”
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had passed.  She was borror struck,
but nol & single insant did she enter-
tnio & question with which she had re-
wived from Portland, and that she had
had it In her possession for seversl
weeks before it was thus paid out

The conversation betwoen the moth.
er and son was long and earnest, but

| they eould find no elue (o the solving of

the dlﬂf]n:h_h All
gloomy.

After dinner, Wilton put on his hat
and 1ook & few tarns in the garden, He
seemed to be strogelivg with strong de.
sire, and more than enee hie laid his
hand wpon the lach of the gare, and
then terned and weot back aguin. Al
length he placed his hared upon his brow,
and muttered n few incoherent senten-
ces 1o bimselll. When be looked up
agnin, he was pale and sad, but appesr.

looked dark and

| od no louger undecided. He opened the

gnte and out into the sireet, mmd turn-
ing 1o the lefl, he walked away from the
village.

At the distance of half a mile, he
came 1o a small white farm bouse, where
lived Mr Drake, one of the thriftiest
fnrmers in (he town ; and as he tumed
up the pink-bordered walk that led to
the door, lic was mot by a happy, laugh-
ing, beautiful girl, who came running
out to meet him,

“ Why, what is the matter, dear Wil-
o P she exclaimed, ne she noticed the
pallor that overspread his features.

“ Come into the house and 1 will wil
you,” he exclaimed.

Alica Denke took the young man by
the havd and walked him up through
the garden, When they resch d the
sitting room Wilton Cunningha: it dsed
the door, and tokd her all thathw.  ans-
pired. His voice was firm, for w¢ had
schooled himself to the tnsk.

“ And now,” he continued, as he fin
ished his story, “ 1 bave thought, Alice,
that it would be better for me to tell you
this than to have it come to you from
other lips. I know not how it will turn
out, but 1 fear that I shall be unable to
disprove Mr Rondall's charge. In all
probability T shall this evening be ealled
before "Squire Dullard for exnmination,
and the event eannot but cast a foul sinin
upon my reputation. It is a painful
thing to b situate thus, for others must
suffer besides mysell ; but you, dear
Alice, 1 would free from the —"

Wilton hesitated and wiped & tear
form his eye, but he soon gained his
self-possession, though his voice falter-
ed us he continued : -

“ You know our relations, dear Alice,
but if this stain falls upon me, 1 must
release you from your vows. One #0o
pure as you should not be united with
a man upon whose name even & Suspi-
cion of erime can fasten itself. Jiis
like taking my life jtaelf thus 1o—"

“ Hold Wilton,” uttered the fuir girl,
who had managed thus fiur 1o keop back
her tears ; * Are you guilty of thie thing ?

“ 1t iv eruel 1o nsk me that, Alice.”

“1 nsk ity neveriholess.”

“Asthereisn God who hears me
now, the thought, even of such a crime
never entered my mind. The person
does not live that can say with truth
that 1 ever wronged him or her.,”

“ 1 believe you™ returned Alice, lay-
ing her hand wpon Willon's shoulder
and garing affectionately into his face.
“1 know you, nnd knowing you as I do,
Ishall never forenke you, Whea I
promised to be yours for life, I did it
upon mature deliberation, nor did |
mesn that the first time the cold breath
of slander or suspicion fell upon you
that 1 should throw you off.”

“ Nuble, generous girll murmered

Wilton, as ho wound bis mrm about ber, |

“ this tukes naway half the sting ; but you
must remember well whit you do.”

“ 1 know what I would do, Wilton.—
Ablif 1 could fursake you in your
trouble, how unwoerthy should 1 be of
the sacred office of wife ! But toll me,

have you no suspicious! You say that |

fur some timme varioos small sums of
money have been taken from Mr Ran-
dall’s drawer.™

“ Yes, dearest! For overa year there
have frequently been discrepancios o

| tween our cash record and the amouut

in the drawer, but, in many csses, it
has been the result of Mr Randall's
own carclessnioss in taking money du-
ring the day for small purchases, withi-
out giving & misute of it bat, in some
instances, | koow that movey  has been
stolen.”

* And have you no susplclons of whe
touk it ? meked Alice, with miuch car-
neslnesi.

“ 1 do pot know whe took it, and i
would be wngenerouw 1o 1ol of more
sunpicions.”

“ Well, I have my suspicions,” sald '

Alice | “ 1 wms it the store afler you
wentuway o supper last Wednesday
eveuing, and | waited some tine for you
o pome back ; bt T pot tired, and o
I came away without seeing you.”

* Well," sttered the young man, in
wloaont bresthiless ansiety, “ did you sen

wnsthing outl of the way ¥
Nt ot ] kowe of; hut, while |
war there, | saw Mr Randall go sway
i ok where you write and he
[t i ! ¥ pegees o MiTer e 1he
ey -drawer, and when e wont om
| wont 1, for ] &
i main after he had geme.”
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seomed revolving in ber wind. At
fength she raised bor bosd, and, in a
| bopeful tome, sbe said :

| * Xoa bavomany friends, Wilton,and | her all about Lyman's ridin’ off on Sun.
emer- | days, and that's the way she happened

some who may belp you in this
goney

“1 will myself seck them. Ah! there
goes ‘Squire Bullard now. You had
belter mium lo your own coltage, snd
irust gy & woman's wit may be o
mnteh for them all.®

= But I ean not consent to this, Alice ;
that you should —"

you
boran,
may the whole current of affiir.”
Wilton, as he arose from his sent,” it
will be a lucky necident that settles this
in my favor, although God knows it
would be & most just one.”

Shortly afterwards young Cunning-
ham kissed Alice, nand (hen turned his
stepa toward bis home. Ho had been
in the house bul n short time before he
saw Alice ride past alone in her father's
wagon. e had not yet dared to tell
his mother that he expected 1o be taken
to u lawyer's office, and rather than she
should kuow of it till the result hnd np-
pearad, he resolved to seck Mr. Ran-
dall ere he should be sent for, and with
this wiew he told his mother merely that
he was going to the store, and then lofl
the hease,  Belore he reached the store,
hinwever, he met the deputy-sheriff, who
alrosdly bield un order for Lis arrest, Mr
Randall baving entered a complaint.

It was not until after dark that Wil
ton Camningham was conveyed to the
offica of Mr Bullard, and when ho ar-
rived he found not only lis mecuser
andihls witnesses there, but several of
the towns-people hesides,

Thaose who know anything about the
preliminary examination of a complaint
in one of our country lawyer's offices,
understand pretty well the latitude thit
is generally given (o not only witnesses,
but aleo to plaintiff and defendant.

Mr Bullard opened by reading Mr
Randall's charge, to which Wilton, of
course, responded * not guilty.” Ran-
dall then made his statement in full.—
His son Lyman was ealled upon to tes-
tify ta the fset that money had frequent-

Iy stolen from bls deawer, Just
ns Randall was delivoring his

y with a bmxen-faced, off-hand.
ol old fhrmer Jones entered

the office, followed by Aliee Druke and
Murk Loud, the latter of whom was a
ostler in Mr Willey's stuble.

Randall felt uneasy when he saw
Jones enter, for he did not like the man
atnll; but Lyman betrayed the most
trepidation ; the cause of which will be
shortly seen.

Mr Willey was then called upon for
his evidence, which he guve with pre-
cision and confidence.

“This thing looks rather dark,” said
Mr Bullard, bending a sort of compas-
sionate look upon Wilton.

“ Squire,” mid farmer Joves, in his
nsual blunt way, rising slowly to his
feet, * 1 dont know much about your
law regulations, but I #'pose you would
have no objections to my asking a fow
questions just about as I've a mind 107"

“ Certninly not,” returned the lawyer
with an air of deference, for farmer

ouny

mm. : H_ _ . - _
i placed Bpon her brow, and weighty idens | and | offered to carry her home, thoagh

|

1

|

“ Lot me have my own way this | ping up from his scat.
time,” Interrupted Alice, * and I assure | nall paid it to me for the horse, snd | |
you shall vot find me so stab- | put it into the drawer witht somo of the

werusd secident in (he world | others, and i you 11 look on the book, |

“ Well be ot as you like,” returned | i

*

26, 1853,
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1 bl to go some distance owi of my

way. As we wore riding aloag, we got
to speaking about Raodall and 1 told

0 hit on me m this case.

“ But what has all this to do with
my complaint I nsked Randall, in con-

“ Only just this” relurned Jones, with
n poculiar leer.  * 11 was your sen that
poid that crossed dolier.”

“Its o fwct,” snid Mark Lood, hop-
“ Lyman Ran. |

you "Il find that | gave bim eredit for |

“ 1 remember now that 1 notieed the l
cradit,” said Mr Willey ; © but there was
only the same number of siiver dollars |
that 1 put in there myself, for T count- l
od them.”

“ Hoenuse T gaveo one of them to Sam
Kendall in chiange for n two dollar Lill*
explained Mark, *and that was before
1 took the dollar of Lyman”

“And how do you know it was the
erossed dollar you took of my son I
msked Mr Randall.

“ Bocause | took particular notice of
it" returned Lood.  * You see when
the Portland stage got in, and alter the
horses were put up, the driver wanted
to ‘odd and even” with me 10 see who
should carry the mail up to the post-
otlice ; so 1 took out this dollar—for 1
bndn't n chanee to earry it into the of-
fice,—and 1 ngreed (o let him guess on
the date of that, and when 1 came to
look at the figures, T found o linle eross
that looked ns thougl it had been cot in
with & knife, and one end of it came
right down to the date. IT that's the
dollar that Randall's got, you'll find it
Just as I've said ™

This produced quite a marked sen-
sation ; and when Mr Randall was nsk-
ed to show the dollar, he freely acknowl-
edged, though with accumulated wrath,
there waa no need of it

“ Then, of course, you withdraw your
complaint,” said Dullard,

“Yes," returned Randall, and then
turning savagely vpon his son, he hissed
out from between his elenched teeth,
“ Lyman, you seamp, you shall suffer
fur this, Come, sir, and 1"l tench—"

But the boy did not choase to hear
any more, for quickly turning at bay,
bhe retoried —

“ Now look here, father, you'd better
keop dark, for I think I ean tell some
things, as well as you”

Elias Randull was humbled in a mo-
ment, and like n whipped cur, bo tarn-
ed to leave the office ; but before he did
80, hee heard farmer Jones remark ¢

“ Like father like son. The boy's
learned his lesson well !

Thare were tears in Wilton Cunming-
ham's eyes when he took Alics Ly the
hnad, but be could not speak nor could
she, for her excitement had been too
great ; but of one thing 1 am surs, in
less than two short months, they had
spoken to some purposs, for they had
become ona life, and on the next Moo=
day afterwards, Willon apencd a lnrge
store with » freely-loaned capital of
eight thousand dollara

Just seven years have passed away
since then. Mr Raodall Jost all his

Jones was one of the most h t, up-
right, and influential men in town.

“ Well then, Squire, "bout an hour
ngo Miss Alice Dirnke come drivin' up
to my house, au’ asked me if 1 didn't
remember of bein’ in Handall's store
last Wednesduy night ; and of course |
did remember it, though T don't "spose

her, and between us both we have got
up considerable of a story. Now, I
should like to ask Mr Randall where Lis
soti was Sunday ‘fore lust ¥

“ He was at I Hill, to attend
moctiog all day,” returged Randall, but
when be saw how his son  trembled, he
evineod some strong misgivings on that
paint

“ Rayther gouess your's mistaken on
that poiot,” sid Jones, “ 1 saw him
and old Bampson's boy, with one of Mr

morpin' in suother direction ) and if 1
alot mistuken they spent a good part of
the day on Thompson's, & fishin’,

I should ever have thought of it again |
in the world if she hadn't have men- II
tioned it. Well, T eotne right down with |

Willey's waguos, postin’ off airly io the |

| Mr Randall turned sharply apon his |

II son, and ssked of it wae true.  Lyman
ol first denied the gentle insinuativeptiut
ul bength was oliliged 10 own it.

| = Well, that 's so much gained” con-

tinued Jones, and then with lawyer-dike

tact, be torned o Mr Willey, = Mr Wil

ley,” said he, *how do you kuow thet
Wilen Cunsingham gave you that eros-

| sl Bullar chnt Handall lost oot of his
drawer *

i * Because no one el paid me any
such money on that day,” answered Mr
Willey,

= Where did you pat thaal moncy when
yom ged ot F°
o In oy drawer ™

* And ..ju»-u L aenie temd ¥ vl gvor g
to thnt drawer ®

- % bt Mark Load

WAL cuntinued Jungs, * Lot Wed

bory miglat § bed iy lder i your
and afier the morw was shat wp )

wont after llm, and just ws | won
hlehong bom, Mr I,,m in Handall stegn
Vossons

un
and pave Mark Lowd forth (S
bad the Sunday before, thongh be did
nd wotie wme whet ke did Wiea |}

L s Faaw Alice Thruke

iheg olreet

[ w in less than a year after the
opning of the new stare ; for through
Cunningham's honest truding, the peo-
ple found how shamefully they hind been
cheated, and the latter has not only
clearod enough to refund his borrowed
enpital, but he has gained o Inrge circle
of true hearted friends, such as true hon-
est worth pever fails 1o win, Lyman
Handull was just in time 1o take the first
Oregun fever ; while bis father went to
Canndn, and entered into harsetending,
but no one ever hought a horse of him
the second time, and be has surely lved
to approciate the old adage : “He who
swims in small sins, will sink in greater
sorzows.”— [ Gleason's Pictorial.

Loeking Tronbled

[There is a goed denl of truth, some-
what roughly expressed, in the follow-
ing puragraph.  Prople who give them.
selves n habit of looking troubled, in the |
hope of esciting sympathy, will do
well to Iny it to heart 1]

“Af svwey pase mind cure W leel
Vs bd badm dpem e e |

Bhow maminy bnarie womibd wirrs bo bendd

Thai sidmve b srack o pew :

Dot't you beliese i! They'd turn
fram you, s if you had the plaguee ; you
eoulin't see the taile of their conts s
they disgppeared round the nearest cor-
nor. = Write your heww” with any
thing else bt your troubles,” if you
don't want 1o be left sedmn.  You've no
when how * god l,-n'p!- " will plity you
when you tell your doleful divy | Theyll
= pray for yoo" and give you sdvice by
the bushel, “feel for you," —every where
but in ihelr pockel-hooks—and wind
up by telling you #1060 trust in Provi

dence,” 1o wlt of which, you foxl very
weach Dike ruplying ue e old lady dud,
(whe Lound bemell sgineing duwn Ll
“ will he will hae, "1 [ trosted 1a Prow
dewre tulf the tacdhing brube Nuw Wt

ell g ot g 10 wouek and bew

ta path G yournlf; get your head

waler, awl 1 s gour P

e 1w thewr pharvmneal fures Never

aek & | L | vimi Wre Tawing  yuas

ast xr bt it we W yow
findd w peoergoy el un erre Brua -

“ Wette owl Trosbies e yeuy

tirow Thwt mon was piher 8 koave

- e way ol
1's high thae e

woy Mo “Aard was I

a whal b wy » fued

Lammns | @ o= Lisa
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Correspondence.

lotters from the Nermitage—No. 1

In my communkation published in
Novembor lash, 1 was avdaclons enovgh
to write weler (tha caption of Letters
from the Hermbmge, No. 1 therehy
indicating that your cotsent these
communications i be continued, as
time and clreumsiances should  permit,
and as the currend of hings in general
prompiod. It is doublless (he faet that
at that time 1 ball some delinite course
of procedure marked out for my future
=¢M wndd b barely possible thm

then had some yague notion of what
I wished 1o say.  That alas ! | onn hard
Iy say this pow § for thoogh the world

| s ever ringing for the want of ohange,

changes most annoying kave sinee thon
come ovor the hepmit and the hermit-
age 3 and the quiet retrent, whore the
soumnd of the steam-whistle never comes |
where the postman's horn was never
heard | whore neither the lumbering
conch, the rupid passage of earriages,
nor the discondant noise of midnight
roveley mnde by rovstering rowdies,
ever comes 1o disturb the quiet j—even
this retreat has been invaded, and i
ustind stillness broken in upon, sinee that
time of which I apeak. Lest the render
may fonr that some of tho above speci.
fied annoyancies have st length reachied
the guiot nook whereln 1 dwell, or thai
a marble quarry or u slate ledge, n good
line for & railroad, or 0 gold mine, liaa
beon discovered in it vicinkty, 1 will
relicve his anxlety by saying that noth.
ing quite so bad, thank God ! has oe-
curred,  But the quietness of the [ler
mitage has been disturbed nevertheless
and the wonted regularity and order of
its interior arrangements has boen bro.
ken in upon, and for a time almest en-
tirely destroyed,

For several weeks, the tramp of »
single horse and the rattle of a single
carringe bas been daily heand, us a
somewhat  dilapidated  establishment
erossed the bridge down in the valley,
from which the winding laua is enter-
ed that lesds to our quiet abode,  Reg-
ulurly hins this earringe come thunder.
ing up the lane o the Hermitnge, and
duily, for an hotr or 80, hus the ductor's
horse stood tied to the post which stands
by the gate that protects the little ynrd
unclosing tho howse. 1 have no doulit
that great excitement pervaded Com-
munipaw, in days of old, when a vessel
somi-oteasi visited it from * fader-
tind™ 1 kuew That in yol later times
the arrival of a single sloop st mny of
the landing places on the Hudson, in-
variubly brought down the town: we
have all heard of the surprise nud con-
sternation manifested by the nations of
the far wost, on the appearance of stenm-
boats on their before quivt waters ; and
who does mot remember the setusl
siearming of your quiet village, on the
arrival of some gy equipage—the hur-
rying to and fro on the entmance of the
mail conch—1to sny nothing of the ro-
cently genersl rush to see the iron
borse. 1 need only to allude to some
of these reminiscences to impress upon
the reader an imperfoct iden of the ex.
citement that pervaded our litle com-
wunity st this unex pooted establishment
of daily communication with the busy
world without ; though for s better un.
derstanding as to the exient of the ex-
citement, 1 perlinps ought to say that
our neighborhood consiats of about twen-
ty persons—embraced in threo familios
—twa of which are bound together by
e closest ties of consanguinity, and the
third bound to us all by the lictle loss
binding cords of esteem and affection !
And yet I do not mean to be understood
an saying that this exciternont was par-
tieularly incressed from the fact tha
the horse and earringe spoken of was

ke doetor's, or in the sttendant fact tha |

o man lay sick at the Hermitage. On
{he contrary —<juite 1o the reverse ; the',
at times, & cortiin interested individual,
and | almont feel willing to admin tha
for & time ke was wided in sustaining
Kimsell I his afMietion, o the thought
that it is mn i wind kst blows “ no
whare,” nnd that even bhis sufforings was
& means of bringing some  pleasurabile
oxciiement into the ghon.

Indesd, thore was not much sciusl
There was, tu be sure,
throughout the lbouse an  unusunl odor
of themicals and liniments, embroos.
thons mnl all sorts of roots and berls. —
There were lonrnod ulwluuilku» titi the
particular adaptation of pertcular med-
ines to partioular diseases,—the rela
tive merits of roots and herbe and ‘pot-
eeary medicines, and other medical
fuestions  were -M! discussed ; thore
wis consideralile grunting and a deal of
proaning on the part of the patient, and
fur & few durs it was currestly  report
wl, that sometbing lke profunity had
leen heard in teo o thres instanoes. to

| sone from (he slek man’s courh 1

here, however, relierale my deninl of
this. 1 long wince !v‘hl‘\th tha  whee
ar immors!, wicksd and valpar but 1
will bere adil, that when the * Rleu
mibe” does reully got hold of an obdioh
kind of & fellow, it ke positicely awful
wod how far be may then PR L.
alde being, | am pot quite peopared 1o

Thes mnch  ha | said n «upelans
pury of my boug e 1 mned perkaps |
pllvwed W wrge the crowm

o-..-. further we o case for ihe eaular
rasats-at | puw feel i taking thes, my
Gt bk, ehoce mwy Heaesa, froom the

lonpliole™ of my mwiroud, 1o gues 10
e T Thee s er crme
..4'1..-.,..,-,'_1 gl 1he ergr puwlicee ol Lo

Heralo.
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sy workl arsand us This embar e
ment arises chiefle from the diflealty 1
feel in ehoosing & sulject on which o
say a few words, in closing this, my lei-
| ter of reantesdoction 1o the readers of
the Hinann, and wiieh may prove of

; sufficient present interest to render this

somow bt discarsive article In any way
readable.

To my repented inquiries of the doo-

tor as to the news, 1 have lovariably
| been anvwered, @ vory Hule, very litle
 some considerable complaint of eolds,
with & shight tendency to febrile excite-
ment, u few cavos of croap in chikiren,
U and n wumber of bod cases of fever of &
|ty phobd chinracter du o region fusd out of

the range of my procties * and in refor-
| enew 1o politics, he assures s there s
| an sntire sospension of all vital enery,
wid thit the whole body politie len in &
paralytic state.  Hot the doctor b a
devotee of hia profession.  The effect of
n dose of medicine bhns & far greatoer in-
tereat 1o him than woull a discusion
| velative 1o the workings of any morl

prineiple : and slihough he oecnsionally
' talked about polities, it was only to ren-
| der more apparent the fact, that whils
| he did well understand the ™ constitu-
thon of man,” s lnid down in the medi.
enl books, he knew but little of the con-
stitution of the United Sintes, orof Ver-
mont,  The doctor had in some way
got bold of the londing enrrent argu-
ments, proand con, in reference (o the
new liqoor law, and however antagon-
istic some of his principles and argu-
mants might appear to others, be found
bt little dificulty in reconciling them,
almost 1o his own sntisfnction ; though 1
could not but notice thet it required far
more labor on his part o do so, than it
did to compound any preseription 1 ever
saw him prepare or desl cut. Bt the
doctor was for the law ! he knew that ;
and if is eonglomernte mass of argu-
ments did'nt sustain bim, the fault could
not be in the fosw,—the preseription was
right, and if it dida's work well, the
fault must be with the patient. His
many arguments hold with * Uncle
FEphraim® during his visita to the Her-
mitage, were especinlly edifying, and
would have boen highly amusing, but
for those awful twinges.

As Unele Eplirnim may figure some-
what Inrgely in these papers hereafler,
itmny by proper for ve to say something
here in relation to him, Bt let it suf-
fice for the present to say that st the
Hermitage Uncle Eph. is “one of wa,”
and that he s na trve o frieod and as
pure-minded and honesi-hearted & man
an can be found anywhere. e is one
who reads for Limsell,  Not that he has
read all the books; but what he has
rend hie hias * made n note on " and ros-
sessed as his Is with & considersbile de.
gree of penetration, and s sort of intui-
tive knowledge of “ folks,” it is & shrowd
| man that very emsily deceives Unclo
| Epb. It may have been romarked by
:. most of my renders, that the most deei-
| dedly selfapinionnted men are those wlio
[ inull cases furm their own opinions, and

that other class who invariably beat (he
bush for that of others, before they form
any at all.  OF this firet class, we must
| say Uncle Eph. is a marked example
| Although my juvior, he claims to be my
'r senjor by virtue of the relationship j—
and, wint [ your wuncle ? always settles
the contresersy ot this subject,

It was in one of the argumentations
| heretofore alloded to that the doctor, in
| ane of lis vagaries, got hold of the wr-

guments by which the friends of the law
sought 10 mislend those who withheld
their favor on ! grounds ;
and with these nrguments ba stiempted

toconfute Unele Ephraim in the position
| bin took —that e could not support 1he
i luw for (he reason that many ol s seo-
tions  wern decidedly objoctionabile 1o
him.  Iut vothing Uncle Eph. eould
say in any way siapgered the doctor | —
*The law wan desigued 10 be right, and
in the muwin it was; and potwithsiand.
ing ome-hall ite providiens wers wrong,
the law should go into effect )" and it
was not until Unele Eph quietly askod
“how that principle would work in bis
practice —giving three deleterious drugs
i one beneflicial one-—" that the doctor
wok the drift of 1he old gentloman's di.
rection,

Well, the vote upon the law has beon
had, and | suppose tha sanotion of the
freemen of Vermont has been given 10
I, by what majority, we, st the Her-
mitage, are oot Yol informed. Tt s 10
Lo hopud, biswever, that if the * yeus™
hasve emrried 16, (it Bt in by sueh & ma-
Jority as will ensnre the carrying sut of
the pron isune of the W6l 10 s very lot-
ter. Lt the whele luw La falrly tested,
Ixdh me @ ronatititional sl 8 lesifoont
memstre.  For ooe, | am not of 1hoss
wha would raise a0 aonecessary slaom |
nor am I easily bodd by those who would
| ke this the chief adm of thelr effora

I nebther Lalieve the pasage of this law
ar weans eonpliged to secnrs (e endoree-
wend by the propde, will suticsly subven
the ipdependent lrnesdom we all claim
wisdor the constitution, o mabe the re
grocraten expectod of b by its friends
I st oppmsed 1o cnnt—and with me no
s o morw ableorreat than that of by poe.
and | s bore constrasced 1o wa-
prems ay  honest belicf, that boweser
grvad wny be pvgandod the triumph in
e prosaod Mistadeie, b the Issapenance
Juiety f lead e the rease ) Lhe IHUIP‘i
lonn bwwss emrnand ol b grost o ot |

There are, strange as the  sentioent
ey Sjpesr o e ol the presont day
dhev vires Vhist these of (il copdrence,
aid enrtuer wiler s Vhissn of tomper.
l‘ will ot by desied 1hat, ln the

ey |
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